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Marking Period 3 

1 Purpose of Government/Hobbes & 

Locke 

21 How A Bill Becomes A Law/Sources 

and Process 

2 Types of Government/Colonial 

Grievance 

22 E-Congress Bill Creation 

Simulation/Project/DBQ 

3 Ideals of Declaration of 

Independence 

23 Impeachment Process/Case Study 

4 Weaknesses of Articles of 

Confederation 

24 Guided Webquest-Congressional 

Delegation 

5 Constitutional Convention/Fed vs. 

Anti-Fed.-Unit Assessment 

25 Unit Assessment 

6 Unit Assessment  26 Overview of Article II Using Primary 

Source 

7 Overview of Structure of 

Constitution/Preamble 

27 Structure (Qualifications, Cabinet, 

Line of Succession) 

8 First Amendment 28 Powers/Roles of President/Relative 

Amend. 

9 Court Case Application of 1st 

Amendment/Online Speech DBQ 

29 Guided Webquest on 

Presidency/Cabinet 

10 2nd, 3rd and Begin 4th Amendment 30 Electoral College & Elections 

W
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Marking Period 2 

W
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Marking Period 4 

11 Court Case Application of 4th 

Amendment 

31 Electoral College DBQ/Compul. 

Voting DBQ 

12 5th, 6th, and 7th Amendment 32 Overview of Article III Using Primary 

Source 

13 Application of 5,6,7/JS DBQ/Court 

Cases 

33 Types of Courts and Appeals 

Process 

14 8th, 9th, and 10th Amendment 34 US Supreme Court – Role and 

Procedures 

15 Duties and Responsibilities of 35 Guided Webquest on Justices 



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

Citizenship 

16 Immigration/Naturalization Test 36 Strete Law Case 

Students/Landmark Cases 

17 Unit Assessment 37 Current Events/Modern Day 

Genocides 

18  Overview of Article I Using Primary 

Source 

38 Current Events/Modern Day 

Genocides 

19 Powers of Congress/Structure of 

House and Senate/Census & 

Apportion. 

39 Current Events/Modern Day 

Genocides 

20 Qualifications/Benefits/Code of 

Conduct 

40 Article 4-7 Final Benchmark 

 

 

Time Frame 10 Weeks 

Topic 

Creation of the United States Government 

Essential Questions 

•  What is the purpose of a government?  

•  What are the different types of governments in the world?  

•  How was the United States government created?   

•  What are  the Bill of Rights? 

-  How has it helped to shape America today? 

•   How has the U.S. Constitution strengthened our government and protects U.S. 

Citizens? 

•   How does the Bill of Rights ensure a Balance of Power amongst the Government 

and      citizens? 

•   How are the Bill of Rights relevant today? 

•  Why did early American founders (like James Madison, Congressman from 

Virginia) argue that individuals needed a Bill of Rights to protect them from 

government? 

•   Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution? 

•   How did the Bill of Rights create a stepping stone for others to extend their rights? 
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•   Why is it important to be able to amend the U.S. Constitution? 

Enduring Understandings 

•   Governments are created by the history and beliefs of its people.  

•   The Bill of Rights ensures certain rights to the populace of the United States. 

Standards 

 

 Companion Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

Grade 7  

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make 

logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when 

writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 

word choices shape meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 

relate to each other and the whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a 

text.  NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, 

including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 

evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 

topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 

independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources. 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 

source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or 

opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social 

studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 

maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the 

same topic 

 

 

Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 

ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and to interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 

inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 

assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 

avoiding plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce 

claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. 

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 

demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. C. Use 

words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. Provide a concluding statement or 

section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic 

and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, 

graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic 

with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 

information and examples. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 

cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. D. Use precise 

language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E. 

Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. Provide a 

concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 

and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
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metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or 

a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

New Jersey State Learning Standards for Social Studies  

6.1.8.A.2.a Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 

various North American colonies.  

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and 

determine the impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics 

and institutions. 

 

 6.1.8.A.3.a Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess 

the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 

American groups. 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution 

(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation 

of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal 

government that allows for growth and change over time. 

 6.1.8.A.3.c Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of 

the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

 6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 

Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

 6.1.8.A.3.e Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of 

government (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts) during the Early Republic.  

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by 

differing perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government.  

6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day 

issues. 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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Key Concepts and Skills 

- Different governments are created to meet the needs of different goals for a 
nation.  Each has a different purpose. 

- The United States government was created to work as a government for and by 
the people in direct revolt to the governments the colonists were evacuating 
from in Europe. 

- The failures of the Articles of Confederation led to the development of the 
Constitution that accommodates for change over time.   

- The Constitution along with the Bill of Rights developed from the need to protect 
individual, states and federal rights. 

Content 

● Democracy 
● Republic 
● Monarchy 
● Constitutional Monarchy 
● timeline of the US government 
● The organization and purpose of the Constitution, including the Bill of Rights, 

Articles of Confederation, Constitutional Convention. 

Learning Activities  

● Reading on philosophers that influenced the US government 
● Read the Declaration of Independence to understand the colonists’ complaints 

against King George III. 
● Reading, research and analysis on the Articles of Confederation, Constitutional 

Convention, Declaration and Constitution. 
● Chart the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. 
● Inquiry based scavenger hunt to understand the reason for the Constitutional 

Convention, topics discussed and results. 
● Venn Diagram to Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the 

Constitution of the United States. 
● Diagram the ratification process of the U.S. constitution. 
● KWL chart on Bill of Rights and Amendments 
● timeline activity 

● Evaluation of the Supreme Court case- Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka 
Kansas, New Jersey vs. T.L.O, cases dealing with the Third and Fourth 
Amendment in order to evaluate the    importance of the Bill of Rights. 

● Students create games using the Bill of Rights in addition to playing online 
games. 
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● Guest Speaker- judge or lawyer. Speaker will discuss the importance of the Bill 
of Rights to the courtroom and how the Bill of Rights contributes to laws and 
how they shape a society. 

● Compare “A Parents’ Bill of Rights” to the U.S. Constitution. 
● create a Students’ Bill of Rights and act out what they consider to be the 

document’s most highly valued right. 

● Analyze a series of visuals to determine which rights they represent.  
● Inquiry based scavenger hunt 

Assessments 

Skills/Content Benchmark assessment 

Quizzes                                          

Tests                                             

Research Project on Constitution 

Presentation of Bill of Rights Game 

Presentation on Student’s Bill of Rights 

Document Based Question Response 

21
st
 Century Skills  

x Creativity x Critical 

Thinking 

x Communication x Collaboration 

x Life and Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math - chart analysis on population growth 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Online DBQ project 

Newsela 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 
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8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 
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Time Frame Six weeks 

Topic 

Article I: Legislative Branch 

Essential Questions 

•    What is the job of Congress ? 

•   Why does each state have a different number of representatives? 

•   In what ways has Congress had a direct impact on your life as an American citizen? 

•   Why should federal officials be held accountable for their actions? 

•   Why and how should Congress’s power should be limited? 

•   What is a law you would like to see passed? Why?  How will this affect you? 

•   How does Congress make laws? 

Enduring Understandings 

•   Congress functions as one of our three branches of Congress in order to represent 

the people in five major areas to make laws and influence daily life. 

•  Congress operates within a system of checks and balances in order to keep the 

branch or any individual from overstepping its boundaries.  

•   The 10th amendment exists to  protects states’ rights. 

•   Once a bill is introduced in Congress it goes through a series of steps including 

other branches before it is signed into law. 

Standards 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 

over the course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices 

shape meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 

and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 

other and the whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including 

the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 

topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 

independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social 

studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 

maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same 

topic 
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Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 

inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 

the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 

plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) 

about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) 

with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an 

understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and 

clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and 

form. E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 

argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic 

and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, 

graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with 

relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey State Learning Standards for Social Studies  

 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution 

(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of 

powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government 

that allows for growth and change over time. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

● Article I of the U.S. Constitution delineates the powers of the legislative branch and 
the legislatures. 

● The house leaders and Senate leaders have different roles 
● A bill Becomes a Law through a process 
● Create an explain maps, diagram, tables, charts, graphs, and spreadsheets. 
● Analyze political cartoons, political advertisements, pictures, and other graphic 

media. 
● Identify a problem, weigh the expected costs and benefits and possible 

consequences of proposed solutions, and recommend solutions using a decisions 
making model. 

Content 

- qualifications of representatives 
- Speaker of the House, floor leader, party whip, president pro tempore 
- census 
- apportionment 
- elastic clause 
- impeachment process 
-  appropriations bill, act, quorum, filibuster, cloture, pocket veto, line item veto.  

Learning Activities  

• Scavenger Hunt using Article I of the U.S. Constitution (fill in the blanks, graphic 

organizer).U.S. Constitution or pages ii3- 118 of American Civics textbook. 

•  Analyze graphic media and maps 

●  Interactive Website games http://www.quia.com/jg/350956.html 
•   Help Wanted Ad 

•   Vocabulary terms and explanations.(word search) 

http://www.quia.com/jg/350956.html
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•   Web quest (http://www.congresslink.org) 

•   Homework Activities 

•   List the steps in an impeachment process 

● Analyze graphic media. 
•   Review information for accuracy. 

•   Web quest http://www.congresslink.org/print_teaching_webquests_leading.htm 

•   Graphic Organizer 

•   Chapter Notes 

• Writing a report to your constituents explaining what the leader of your party in the 

House does. 

•   Homework Activities 

•   Census report, reproducible 

•   Census Map page 115 of American Civics textbook and transparency 3. 

•   Open ended questions 

•   Power Point’s 

•   Module An Ordinary Day 

•    http://www.centeroncongress.org/modules/ordinary_day/stub.html 

•   Case study on Richard Nixon with informal debate 

•   Case studies on federal official who have been impeached. Ex. Andrew Johnson, 

Bill 

Clinton with informal debates on should they have been convicted? 

• Have students research and describe the specifically forbidden powers to 

Congress: ex post facto laws, bills of attainder, suspending writ of habeas corpus, 

taxing exports, passing laws that violate the Bill of Rights, favoring trade of a state, 

granting titles of nobility, withdrawing money without a law. 

•  Complete a graphic organizer of what happens to a bill once it is introduced in each 

house of Congress 

•   Collaborate on a proposed bill and role play the process of how a bill becomes a 

law. 

•   Create laws in the format used by Congress. 

•   Students should practice the legislative process through direct involvement in 

simulations. 

Assessments 

● Projects 
● Website game 
● Writing assessments 

http://www.congresslink.org/index.htm
http://www.congresslink.org/index.htm
http://www.congresslink.org/print_teaching_webquests_leading.htm
http://www.centeroncongress.org/modules/ordinary_day/stub.html
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● Quizzes 
● Collaborative Group Work 
● Help Wanted Ad 
● Webquests 
● Tests 
● Writing a report to your constituents explaining what the leader of your party in 

the House does. 

● Congress in Action: Culmination Activity 

21
st
 Century Skills  

x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

x Career and Life 

Skills 

x Information 

Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math - identify how many members are in the senate and house 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Online DBQ project 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 

 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 
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8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Frame Seven Weeks 

Topic 

Article II: Executive Branch 

Essential Questions 

•    Who can become President of the United States and what role does that person 

serve for our country? 

•    What amendments were made to the United States Constitution over the years that 

directly   

     deal with the presidency? 

•   What roles do political parties play in the American political process? 

•   What is the job of the Electoral College? 

•   What role does the average citizen play in the voting process for a President? 

•    What function does “checks and balances” play in relationship to the job that the 

President  

      plays? 

•   What role does the president’s Cabinet play in assisting his decision making? 

•     Do the perks of the presidency outweigh the code of conduct that is expected with 

a president? 

Enduring Understandings 

•     The Constitution establishes the most power and influence in the one individual who 

occupies the Executive Branch, but with checks and balances of the other two branches. 

Standards 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 

over the course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices 

shape meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 

and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each 

other and the whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including 

the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 

topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 

independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social 

studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or 

maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same 

topic 
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Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 

inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 

the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 

plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) 

about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) with logical 

reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of 

the topic or text, using credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 

cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 

evidence. D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic and 

organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, 

classification, comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, 

graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with 

relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 

and examples. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. Provide a concluding statement or section 

that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

New Jersey State Learning Standards for Social Studies  

 

6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution 

(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of 

powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government 

that allows for growth and change over time.  

6.1.8.A.3.d Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 

Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

6.1.8.A.3.f Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by differing 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

 6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day 

issues.  

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

● The two major parties are the Democrat and Republican parties, each with their own 
views   regarding how our country should be run.  Two separate elections are held 
in most states, including the primaries, which are closed or  open, and a general 
election in which the voters actually choose their leaders.   In the General Election 
each state has an electoral vote that determines the number of  electors who will 
cast official votes for the president. The winning candidate in each state takes all 
and the number of electoral votes needed to win is 270. 

● Within the executive branch as described in the Constitution, there are a series of 
checks and balances to limit the president and his cabinet, such as the 22nd 
Amendment, the 25th Amendment, the Supreme Court and the Senate. There are 
also clear uses of this position and its limitations. 

 

Content 

● Requirements: Age, Citizenship and Residency 
•   The diversified roles that a president plays as Chief Executive, Chief Legislator, 

Chief of 

Party, Chief Diplomat, Head of State and Commander in Chief. 

•   Lame Duck influence on the creation of the 20th amendment 

•   Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidential terms leading into the creation of term limits 

● Democratic and Republican state electors 
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•   Role the winning electors of each state play 

● The role of political action committees 
•   Issue of efforts to reform campaign finance laws 

•   The role that the media plays in the political process 

•   Educating the electorate about campaign issues 

•   Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances and their significance 

•   War Powers Act 

•   People who make up the Executive branch of government 

•   The growth of the President’s Cabinet over the years 

•   The significant and specific responsibilities the President plays in the federal 

government 

•   Perks of the Presidency 

• Threat assessment, would you be willing to be in public spotlight as leader of the 

free world? 

•   Private matters versus public domain 

• Identify the qualifications and terms of office for the presidency, which include the 

age, citizenship and  residence requirements 

•   Describe the duties of the President of the United States 

● Impeachment process 
 

Learning Activities  

•   Web-based scavenger hunt on Article 2 of the United States Constitution 

• Comparison chart of the requirements of the legislative branch to those of the 

executive branch. 

•   Man of Many Hats Game 

• Creation of flow-charts showing how one event in history impacted another. 

Example, after President F.D.R.‘s terms in office, the move by Congress to limit 

future presidents from holding more than two elected terms. 

• Research activity of the amendments added to the Constitution over the years, 

specifically amendments 20, 22 and 25 

•   Assess political cartoons on FDR 

•   Library research on the history of political parties in America and the role that they 

play 

•   Brainstorming activity on the resources that a candidate needs to run an efficient 

campaign 
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•   Analyze political cartoons, political advertisements, pictures, and other graphic 

media 

•   Creation of a Presidential brochure 

•   Participation in a simulated school-wide mock election 

•   Creation of a wall-size electoral map 

•   Creation of a graphic organizer on checks and balances 

•   Case studies on Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton in relationship to impeachment 

•   Web Based activity on checks and balances 

• Reflective thinking on Richard Nixon… would he have been impeached and 

convicted had he not resigned first? 

•   Web-Quest on the President’s Cabinet members 

•   Challenge and Enrichment Worksheet 6: Identifying the President’s Cabinet 

•   Community Service and participation Handbook: “Ask What You Can Do” 

•   “Meet and Greet” activity in which students role play a Cabinet meeting with the 

President 

• 9-11 video and follow up discussion on the creation of a Cabinet position as a result  

of the tragedy 

•   Inquiry based scavenger hunt 

•   Graphic Organizer on perks of the Presidency 

•   Political Cartoons 

•   Creation of newspaper articles 

•   National Geographic Video on Air Force One 

Assessments 

● Quizzes 
● Tests 
● student created flowchart 
● research on amendment 
● student written editorials 
● Document Based written responses 

21
st
 Century Skills  

x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

x  Life and Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math :  lesson on budget spending of the federal government 
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Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Newsela 

Online DBQ project 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 

 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 
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Time Frame Five Weeks 

Topic 

Article 3: 

Judicial 

Branch 
Essential Questions 

•   Why do laws exist? How can justice be served in our country? 

•   How does majority rule affect the making of laws, and why is obeying laws important? 

•   What roles do the courts play in the United States? 

•    What effect can the United States Supreme Court have on society with their rulings? 

Enduring Understandings 

• The Constitution empowers the United States Supreme Court as the final say in 

matters of law in the United States, but with check and balances of the other two 

branches. 

 

Standards 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over 

the course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and 

the whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 

and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies 

(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

with other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic 

 

 

Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-

based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 

subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) 

about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing 

claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) with logical 

reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the 

topic or text, using credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion 

and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D. 

Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic and organize 

ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-

chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. C. 

Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about 

or explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. 
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Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing 

on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions 

that allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

New Jersey State Learning Standards for Social Studies  

 

. 6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 

consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 

growth and change over time.  

 6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 

continue to impact American life. 

 6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United 

States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf


 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

• The Supreme Court’s role in the judicial process is to hear cases which are appealed 
through a process to the highest court. 

Content 

•   US laws guarantee equal justice for all 

citizens 

•   Nomination process for  a justice 

•   Levels of courts and their functions 

•   Original versus appellate jurisdiction 

•   Appeals process 

•   Judicial review 

•   Constitutional Law 

•   Common Law 

•   Administrative Law 

•   statutory Law 

•   jurisdiction 

•   subpoena 

•   Civil versus criminal trials 

•   Burden of the proof 

•   Preponderance of the evidence 

• Reasonable Doubt 
•   Jury duty 

•   Role of juries 

•   Grand jury 

•   Role of the Judge 

•   Prosecution/Defense 

•   Plaintiff/Defendant 

•   Verdict 

•   hung Jury 

•   bail 

•   United States Supreme Court 

● Cases accepted by the Supreme 
Court 

•   Concurring versus dissenting 

opinions 

 

Learning Activities 

•   Brainstorm and assess the ramifications of a school,  town or country without laws 

•   Flow chart to be completed that shows the different types of courts 

•   Political cartoon assessment on FDR’s attempted influence on the decisions of the 

Supreme Court by adding justices who agreed with his views 

•   Guided Web Quest of the United States Supreme Court 

•   Web-based tour of the United States Supreme Court 

•   Library research on the 9 justices on the United States Supreme Court 

• Classroom Debate on case studies from Supreme Court issues such as mandatory drug 
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testing in schools, searches without search warrants, flag burning, etc 

• Guest speaker from the Ocean Township Police to discuss the Fourth Amendment in 

relationship to  search warrants and searches that have been conducted without them 

•   View the movie, Twelve Angry Men 

•   and assess the role that the jury members play in a criminal trial 

•   Simulated mock trial activity 

•   Guest speaker from the New Jersey Law Center in New Brunswick 

• Use of CNNfyi.com to look at our current justices and their opinions on cases heard 

before them 

Assessments 

•  Quizzes 

•   Projects - reearch and presentation on the supreme court justices 

•   Tests 

•   Mock Trials 

21st Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical 

Thinking 

X Communication X Collaboratio

n 

X Life and 

Career 

Skills 

X Information Literacy X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math, Science, and Technology 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Online DBQ project 

Newsela 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards Technology 

Standards 
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8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 

 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 
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Time Frame One Week 

Topic 

Article 

4-7 
Essential Questions 

• Understand that the idea of popular sovereignty, particularly as it applied to the 

ratification of the document, was a revolutionary concept. 

•   How the Supreme Law of the Land should be valued be every American. 

Enduring Understandings 

• The final four articles of the Constitution describes the powers of the Federal 

government in relation to the states, how the states relate to each other, how the 

Constitution is an amendable document, and how it would be ratified. 

Standards 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies 

(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 

other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic 

 

Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-

based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 

subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research.  

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) about 

a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 

relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, 

using credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic and organize 

ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. C. Use 

appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts. D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present 

the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that 

allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
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metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey Student  Learning Standards for Social Studies  

 

. 6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 

consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 

growth and change over time.  

 6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 

continue to impact American life. 6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 

15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

-  There are guarantees to the state, new territories and privileges of the citizens as outlined 

in Articles 4-7, at the same time there is also a need to keep national supremacy. 

- The constitution has a need to allow for amendments in order to keep the document 

current. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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Content 

 

•   Identify Articles 4- 7 in the U.S. Constitution. 

•   Analyze primary and secondary resources. 

 Describe the relations among the states in official records and acts, privileges of citizens, 
new states and territories and guarantees to the state. 

•   Know and explain how to amend the U.S. Constitution. 

 Describe national supremacy in relation to public debts, supreme law of the land and oaths 
of office. 

•   Evaluate the importance of ratification. 

•   Know the signers from New Jersey to the U.S. Constitution. 

•   Deliberate the importance of signing the Constitution. 

Learning Activities 

•   Webquest 

•   Power Point 

•   Jeopardy Review 

•   Inquiry based scavenger hunt 

•   National Constitutional Center Classroom 

•   Ready Resource To Sign or not to Sign: The Ultimate Constitution (video transcript). 

Assessments 

•   Quizzes 

•   Tests 

•   Digital Game 

21st Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical 

Thinking 

X Communication X Collaboration 

X Life and 

Career Skills 

X Information 

Literacy 

X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math, Science, and Technology 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 
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Online DBQ project 

Newsela 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 

 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 

 

 

 

Time Frame Two Weeks 

Topic 

Rights and Responsibilities of Citizens 
Essential Questions 
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•  How amendments 11-27 improved the lives of America? 
• What are the rights and responsibilities of U.S. Citizens?  How are they different from 

responsibilities? Where is this listed? 

• What are the requirements for voter registrations? 

• What factors influence voter turnout and registration? 

Enduring Understandings 

       •    Additional amendments limited or expanded the powers of the Federal government. 

Standards 

 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in 

order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies 

(e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 

other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic 

 

Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-

based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 

subject under investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, 

and research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) about 

a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, 

using credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic and organize 

ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and 

multimedia) when useful to aiding comprehension. B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-

chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. C. Use 

appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts. D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or 

explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. 

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present 

the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that 

allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 

two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

New Jersey Student  Learning Standards for Social Studies  

 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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. 6.1.8.A.3.b Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., 

consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, 

checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal government that allows for 

growth and change over time.  

 6.1.8.A.3.g Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day issues. 

6.1.8.A.5.a Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address 

continue to impact American life. 6.1.8.D.5.d Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 

15th Amendments to the United States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

•   There is a process for individuals to become citizens.  

•   As citizens, there are duties and responsibilities for Americans. 

Learning Activities 

•   Evaluate how the thirteenth and fourteenth amendment extended civil liberties for African 

Americans. 

•   Evaluate the impact of the 13th and 14th amendment on the lives of African Americans 

living in the United States of American post civil war.  

•   Indicate which amendments extended American’ voting rights. 

•   Examine and interpret primary and secondary source documents. 

•   Create and explain diagrams, tables, charts, graphs, and spreadsheets. 

•   Analyze political cartoons, political advertisements, pictures, and graphic media. 

•   Review information for accuracy, separating fact from opinion. 

• Identify a problem, weigh the expected costs and benefits and possible consequences of 
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proposed solutions, and recommend solutions using a decision making model. 

•   Select and defend positions in writing, discussion, and debate. 

•   Explain the duties of citizenship 

•   Identify where the duties of citizenship are described. 

•   Describe the responsibilities of citizenship. 

•    Mock Trials/Culminating activity of the U.S. Constitution 

Assessment

s 

•   Mock Trials/Culminating Activity of the U.S. Constitution 

•   Quizzes 

•   Tests 

•   examining documents 

21st Century Skills 

X Creativity X Critical 

Thinking 

X Communicatio

n 

X Collaboratio

n 

X Skills X Information Literacy X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Newsela 

Online DBQ project 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 

 

8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
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8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 
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Time Frame 3 Weeks 

Topic 

Current Events and Modern Day Genocides 

Essential Questions 

● How do the events around the state, country, and the world affect me as a citizen of the 
              United States? 

● What divides People?  
● What is Genocide? 

Enduring Understandings 

•   News events give a better understanding of events that occur around the world. 

Standards 

 

 

 Standards for Reading - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text.  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text.  

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 

technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone.  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 

whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf
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validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order 

to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

 RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., 

how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 

other information in print and digital texts. 

RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic 

 

 

Standards for Writing - New Jersey Student Learning Standards Grade 7  

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

 NJSLSA.W3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach.  

NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact 

and collaborate with others.  

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 

research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation.  

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g07.pdf


 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

 NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research.  

NJSLSA.W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. A. Introduce claim(s) about a 

topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 

organize the reasons and evidence logically. B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 

relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using 

credible sources. C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. E. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument presented. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, 

scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, 

concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 

cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 

comprehension. B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples. C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 

cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. D. Use precise language and 

domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E. Establish and maintain a 

formal/academic style, approach, and form. F. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 

how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

 WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the 

relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently 

WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that 

allow for multiple avenues of exploration 

WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
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for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

 

New Jersey State Learning Standards for Social Studies  

6.3.12.D.1, 6.3.12.D.2, 6.3.12.A.2, 6.3.8.A.1, 6.1.12.D.11.e, 6.1.12.A.15.e 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 

Local news events around the world can affect global events and vice versa.   

Resources affect and are affected by daily happenings which create more conflict. 

Content 

•   Explain news events that occur around the world. 

•   Better understand events that occur around the world affect people just like themselves. 

•   Describe how these events could impact our life here in Ocean Township. 

•    Research topics relating to current events to get different perspectives about situations 

occurring around the world. 

•   Identify on a map where the news stories occur. 

Learning Activities  

•   Synthesize news stories through writing. 

•   Present news stories to the class via written and oral presentation. 

● Newsela – Current Event Articles 
•   Use a map to identify the student’s news stories. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf
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● Mapping Activity for Africa and then zero in on Sudan 
● Utilize Nystrom Resources 
● Google Earth 
● Cultural Regions of Sudan 
● Visuals- Videos and Actual Bucket of Dirty Water 

Assessments 

•   Student oral and written presentation 

•   Map identification 

Culminating Activity 

● Compare a day in your life to a typical day of Salva’s life: Could be written, could be podcast 
or iMovie 

● Current World/Country/State/Local Issues/ Potential Solutions 
● Salva is coming for dinner: What would you want to talk to him about? Interview questions 
● Compare/contrast to current situation in ____ 

 

 

• Benchmark Skills/Content assessment  

21
st
 Century Skills  

x Creativity x Critical Thinking x Communication x Collaboration 

x Life and Career 

Skills 

x Information 

Literacy 

x Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

Math  - data analysis 

Science - lesson on natural world resources 

Technology - development of a podcast and iMovie 

Technology Integration 

  Chromebooks 

Google suite 

Newsela 

Online DBQ project 

Abc-clio databases and other specific websites 

Technology Standards 
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8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued 

by professionals for usability. 

 

8.1.8.B.1 Synthesize and publish information about a local or global issue or event (ex. 

telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 

 

8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, 

cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of 

social media. 

8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to 

intellectual property. 

8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences 

of misuse. 

 

 

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, Gifted and Talented, and 504 Plans)  

ELL:   

 Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   
 Use visuals  
 Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   
 Teacher models reading aloud daily   
 Provide peer tutoring   
 Use of Bilingual Dictionary  
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 

 

Supports for Students With IEPs:   
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 Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Work in a small group   
 Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
 Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)   
 Follow all IEP modifications 

 

Gifted and Talented: 

 Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 
maps, concept puzzles)   

 Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   
 Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   
 Provide whole group enrichment explorations   
 Teach cognitive and methodological skills   
 Use center, stations, or contracts   
 Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   
 Propose interest-based extension activities 
 Expose students to beyond level texts. 

 

Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

 Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
 Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
 Amplification system as needed 
 Leveled texts according to ability 
 Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
 Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
 Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

 

 


